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ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 IO-12 AID-20 IGA-02 MC-02 ACDA-19 OMB-01 

CIAE-00 PM-07 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 EUR-25 RSR-01 /159 W 

023773 

R 241230 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2405 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCEUR 
JCS 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 3603 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, KU, IR 

SUBJECT: US ARMS FOR KUWAIT 

REF: A) STATE 098844; STATE 098967 

1. IRANIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN ONLY LIMITED COVERAGE TO LE MONDE 
ARTICLE AND HAS NOT CARRIED WASHINGTON POST STORY ON US ARMS 
FOR KUWAIT. PAPERS MAY 24 CARRY REUTERS REPORT THAT KUWAIT 
HAS REJECTED US ARMS OFFER. WE SPECULATE COVERAGE MAY REFLECT 
GOI INFLUENCE WITH PRESS AND PREFERENCE FOR PLAYING DOWN 
DEFENSE EFFORTS OF FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS SO AS NOT TO DIMINISH 
IRAN' S ROLE AS GUARDIAN OF PERSIAN GULF. 

2. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE AS YET HAD NO QUERY FROM GOI ON OUR 
ARMS PROGRAM FOR KUWAIT, WE ARE CERTAIN THIS IS SUBJECT OF 
GREAT INTEREST TO IRANIAN LEADERSHIP. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE VERY APPROPRIATE, PARTICULARLY WITH BACKGROUND OF 
OUR RECENT APPROACHES RE POSSIBLE MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

TO KUWAIT DURING TROUBLES WITH IRAQ, TO DESCRIBE TO 
GOI WHAT KINDS OF EQUIPMENT AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
WE ARE PLANNING TO PROVIDE KUWAIT. APPRECIATE INSTRUCTIONS 
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FOR PRESENTATION TO FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
HELMS 



CONFIDENTIAL 

NMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 
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